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U E Em perour Marcus A 
toninus, the Philoſopher, 
was fo ingenuous as to 
own the- Advantages he 


received in a virtuous 


Courts of Life, to the Liberal Edu- 


cation he had from his Parents and 
Tutors. In the firſt Book of his in- 
comparable. Works, he relates at large 


the many admirable Leſſons of Mo- 
Wen he learned from them. 
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5 Wide ber, puts his Son 


— W 


2 Faul, the Chriſtian Heroe and and 


0 


II 


Reniembrance of the piows and holy 


Inſtructions infſtill'd in his tender 525 


from his Grandmother Lois, and bis 


Mother 2 


Ti $ with an eſpecial Regard to 


this View, that 1 addreſs the Yourn 


ot both Sexes. And if the ſerious Per. 
uſal of this ſhort Diſcourſe may prove 
inſtrumental to convince and reclaim 

any obſtinate Rebel againſt Light; if 
They, who yet maintain the Wines 
of a Religious and virtuous Education, 


ſhall be more confirm'd and eftabliſh'd; 
all J requeſt, is, Give Go p and his 


| Mirch 56. | 
710 + and hearty Well-wiſher, 


Grace the Glory, and pray for 
4M Zur ſincere Friend, 


| Jo W rt 13. 
They are of of thoſe that rebel 
Sau the Light. 


Fx HEN the 10 of the 


Heaven by his Diſcretion, 


” 5 
* created the vaſt and glo- 


rious Body of the Sun, and 
{et it in the Firmament 
to give + Light upon the Earth, it was not 
his Deſign, that Man, whom He made 
after. his own Likenefs , ſhould ſhuc 
his Eyes and not behold. that Light, or 
with the Beaſts of Prey, when the Sun 
ariſeth, gather themſelves together, and 
lay them down in their Dens. | 

So, when ſame. divine Bz1ng 
erected a bright and ſhining Light in the 
- Underſtanding of Man, call'd,; The Candle 
of the. Lord, and gave him from Heaven 
P and unaerring Rule of Life, a 


more 


— 


Univerſe ſtretch'd' out the 


1 
— — 
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own moſt excellent Nature, 12 


ledge, and are illuminated; Who kno 


DIE more glorious Light, that enen, in > aur k 


Place, that ſure Word of Prophecy. 
ed in tlie Seriptures of Trut it was not 
35355 

a „ an wa Veil over 
our N of Heaven aer 
light up theſe two Candles, Reaſon and Re- 
velation, for ſlothful Man to ſtumble in; 


Darkneſs, I confeſs, is a proper Seaſon ; 


for the Beaſts of the Foreſt to creep forth ; 


but that the reaſonable Creature ſhould 4 


never open his Eyes, but contentedly lie 
down in the Den of a wilfül Ignorance, 
now ſo bright a Light ſhineth, both wit 
in and without him, this would be to ai 
unworthy of Go 8, and ubheroming. 


W na T ſhall we think then of the of 
Perſons, who have the Means of Know 


the Judgment of Go p upon Sinners, 
and, with Agrippa, are almoſt perſuaded; 
unto whom the Word is nigh, even in their 
Mouths and in their Hearts, yet have the 
Impudence to reſiſt this Light, and act 


contrary to their fix*d * Apprehenſion? 


Do not they deſerve a Brand of Infamy 
and Reproach? And are not ſuch Sins of 
a deep Dye? © 

Yer, notwithſtanding, we are nem 


6d 0 ob, That there were ſome Sin- 
c 


ners of this Stamp in his Age, who _ | 


nly 


— — — — n 
of Rebelling againſt the LIlonr. 


7 


— 


7 


—— 


only ſaid unto the ALMIGHTY * Depart Job xxi. 
from 4s, for we deſire not the Kyowleage of 14. 


thy Ways; but were arriv'd to ſuch a 


Height in ſinning, as to rebel againſt the 


Light, and even bid Defiance to Reaſon, 


Conſcience and Religion. Theſe he ranks 
among the vileſt of Sinners; for diſcourſ- 
ing in the Beginning of the Chapter con- 
cerning divine Providence in permitting 
Wickedneſs to go often unpuniſhed in this 
World, he gives a black Liſt of thoſe abo- 
minable Crimes which they committed : 
Some, faith he, remove the Land-mark ; t 

violently take away Flocks, and feed. thereof ; 
They drive away the Aſs of the Fatherlefs ; they 
take the Widow's Oxe for a Pleage ; they turn 
the Needy out of the Way ; and are guilty of 
the baſeſt Oppreſſions; nay, they were 
| Murderers and Adulterers : But that 


which was the peculiar Aggravation of 


all their Crimes, and did in an eſpecial 


Manner inhance their Guilt, was, its be- 


ing attended with Rebellion againſt the , 


Light, They are of thoſe that rebel againſt the 
Light, i. e. Reaſon and Revelation in- 

form'd them otherwiſe, they knew that 
it was unlawful to commit ſuch barba- 
rous Out-rages on the Widow and Fa- 
therleſs, as are here reckon'd up; of the 


Obliquity of theſe Practices, they were 


convinc'd. in their own Conſciences; al- 
though the Law was not yet given from 
8, 3 Mount 


' 


2 r ⁰• r LE. ng | 


« £2 


Lis 


Mount Sinai, yet the Pattiarchal Reli. 


gion, which they received by Tradition, 
was well known in thoſe Parts, where 
Job lived, and in it they were forbidden 
to Steal, Murder, or commit Adultery ; 
yet for all this, they did not forbear, but 
ated over thoſe Sins, and ſo rebelled a- 


gainſt the LiGuTt, contradifting the ve- 


ry DiQates of their own Conſciences. 
TRE Argument of the following Dis- 


©. coukss, ſhall be this; Rebellion e 


| | ' 
it will be neceſſary to return an Anſwer 
0 two Inquiries, * 


the LIGHT, is juſtly accounted the high. 
eſt Aggravation of Sin. It was ſo under 
— _ — in the Book of Num- 
rs, The Soul that doth ought preſumptuouſiy, 
1. e. wilſully and nt for os 05 
poſed unto ſinning through Ignorance, 
the. ſame reproacheth the Lord, and that Soul 
all be cat off from bis People. It is 
ſo under the Goſpel, FI had not come, faith 
our Saviour, and ſpoken unto them, and, If 
I had not done among them the Works which 
none other Man did, they had not had Sin; 
their Hatred of me, had been in ſome Mea- 
fure excuſable; but ow they have 'no'Cloke 
for their Sin. Thoſe obdurate Jews had no 
Shadow of Reaſon to plead as an Excuſe 
eren. 
Tur I may handle this N man's 
diſtinctly, and to fome good Purpoſe 
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weinſt the Lier. 


nn 


1. WHAT is to be underſtood by Re- 
belkon againſt the LIGHT? that you 
may Nee who are they that come under 
this Denomination. - 


e. WNERFTORE is Rebellion apainft 
the Lieut, juſtly accounted the higheſt 
Aggtavation of Sin? that you may be 
farisfied of the Truth of the Point. 


by Rebellion againſt the Liĩiohr? I an- 
wer, in theſe following Particulars. 


I. Ir ſuppoſes that Lion is come into 
the World, that a very bright Glaſs is ſer 
| before our Eyes, wherein we may behold 

the Glory of the Lox o in the Perſections 

of Juſtice and Holineſs, and at the fame 

Time be inſorm'd of thoſe neceſſary Du- 

ties He requires of us. They cannot be 

ſaid to rebel againſt the Lionr, who all 
their Life-time ſate in Darkneſs and in 
the Shadow of Death; for this Aggrava- 
tion of Sin, doth neceffarily ſuppoſe a pre- 

ſent Fruition of -L16x', er at leaſt; a 

Poſſibility of getting it; ſo that where 

either of theſe are wanting, where no 

Licher ſhineth, or where by all out Pains 

anch Induſtry we cannot obtain the. leaft 

"Glimpſe of it, there can be no Rebelling 

9933 | 


with, 1. Wear is to- be under flood 


B againſt | 
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againſt it. The Light of Reaſon, thanks 

Prov. xx. be to Gop, is univerſal ; this Candle of 

7 whe Lord, is ſet up in every One's Mind, 
and ſhines even 1n the Soul of a Heathen 
with a marvellous Brightneſs, tho? it 
muſt be acknowledg'd, it oft-times wants 
Fauffing : But the Light of Revelation 
and Scripture is more confin'd, and as yet 
hath reach'd but very few Parts of the 
World, in Compariſon of thoſe many 
which are deſtitute of it. Tis of this lat- 
ter LicarT, I am principally to be under- 
ſtood, but not without the Conjunction 
of the former, and therefore ſhall ſuppoſe 

both to meet together in the ſame Sin, 

Rebelling againſt the Light of Reaſon and 
of Revelation too. 


II. Tuis alfo is neceſſarily imply'd, 
That there be a Capacity of ſeeing and 
diſcerning this LicuT. It is not ſuffici- 
ent to conſtitute Rebellion againſt the 
LIGHT, unleſs there be a Faculty given 
to behold ir, and an evident Manifeſta- 
tion of it in the Conſcience. I do not ſee 
how it is criminal in an Ideot, or in One 
that hath but a poor Stock of Reaſon, not 
to live up to the great Rules of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, tho? he dwells where it is 
taught, becauſe of their natural Incapa- 
city; you may as well condemn a blind 
Man for Want of Judgment in his * 


6 \ 


ef Rebelling againſt the Lohr. 


of Colours, tho the Sun ſhines in his 
Face. Thus I have gained two Points, 
with Reſpect to the Nature of Rebellion 
againſt the LI Hr; it ſuppoſes both ob- 
jective and ſubjective LI Hr, or a Ca- 
pacity of receiving it. 


III. Ix the Compoſition of this aggra- 
vated Circumſtance of Sin, there muſt be 
a brisk and ſtrong Senſation of Light; i. e. 
not only a Faculty to know, but actual 
Knowledge; clear Convictions of the Na- 
ture of Sin and Duty, which alſo may be 
attended with any ory! of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, a Taſte of the good Word of God, and 
the Powers of the World to come: It is poſſi- 
ble for ſuch experienced Perſons to (in a- 


gainſt L1cuT, otherwiſe, the Apoſtle's 


Aſſertion of the Difficulty of renewing them Heb. vi. 
again to Repentance, would be abſurd : But + 5. 6. 


be this as it will, in every Sin againſt 
L1cur there is always to be ſuppos'd a 
certain Perſuaſion of the contrary Duty ; 
as for Inſtance, He that lives in Acts of 
Intemperance and Uncleanneſs, then re- 
bels againſt the LI Hr, when he knows 
and is perſuaded in his Conſcience, that 
Sobriety and Chaſtity is his unqueſtiona- 


ble Duty. Again, He fs. ſatisfied, that 


the Love of Go p, and Faith in IE. 


sus CyrIsT, are the indiſputable, 
rightful Commands of the Goſpel; bur 
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the Rebel againſt the LiGuT, continues 


in his Hatred of the one, and Oppoſition 
to the other. I chuſe to exemplify this in 
Cais and Judas; Cain could not but know: 
it to be an unlawful Act to murder his 
Brother: Judas cannot be thought to be 
ignorant, that the Betraying of his. Lordt 


and Maſter, would be an unparalefd 


Piece of Villany; yet * 
their enlightened Minds, they iumbru'd 
their Hands in innocent Blood. 


Tux are ſome, who in this Re- 

inſt Conſcience, 
which Gop hath placed as a Monitor in 
every Man's Breaſt to inform him of his 
Duty ; but they do it alſo with Deliberg- 


tion, and not without Diſputes and Ar- 


guings. They are not yet arriv'd to ſuch 
an Impudence in ſinning, as to break 
through all the Bonds of common Grace; 
their Hearts are not yet ſo harden'd, nor 
their Conſciences ſo ſear d, as to be 
wholly enſlav'd to their Appetites,. and 
become Vaſſals to bruitiſh. Luſts; they 
are not won by the firſt Offer, neither do 
they conſent to fulfil the Sin upon the 
firſt Aſſault; but are drawn. in after a © 
long Deliberation, and diſpute the Mat- 
ter before they ſubmit : Conſcience pleads 
the Cauſe, and. urges the. Obſervance of 


Re 2 againſt the LIenT. 
an infinite Reward to the. Obedient, and 
endleſs Puniſhments to the 
the Infinuations of fome ſenſual 
Pleaſure or Profit that Sin offers. Thus 
there are ſometimes hard Strugglings be- 
fore the Temptation can prevail ; Fw 
the Time of the Commiſſion, there is a 
1 ſecret Check and Rebuke, telling the Sin- 
ner, that Gop forbids what he is about 
to do; and yet he preſumes to commit it. 
This is to rebel aguaiiihe Lenten, But, 


Is the laſt Place, The peculiar Empha- - 
ſis of this Kind —— confiſts in the. 
ion of the Perſon who commits it. 


reel is calpd 2 rebellious Nation, and where- 
e? Becauſe they were Chils Exck. i 15, 


. 


aren and r 
EEE — 


their 
and pulled amay x3 Shoulder, and 

appel the Eee that — 4 

they made their Heart as — Tech. vil 
When Men. are pre-poffef&d with Preju- - 
dices, and reſolve not to believe and obey, 
but love Darkneſs rather than Li Light; 

Will not come to the Lient . 

Deeds might be reproved : I: 
rors of the Law fly in thein Faces, A 
ll their — ſor their paſt OE 
ences, the Furies of Hell haunt them, 
= many invifibie Ghoſts, while — 
een their horrid Villanirs; 


yet. 
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yet ſor all this, ſin they will, let Gop and 
Conſcience do their worſt. This is, in the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Manner, to rebel a- 
gainſt the LI Hr. N 


Enquir. 2. WV i Rebellion againſt the 
Lic juſtly accounted the higheſt Aggrava- 
tion of Sin? For theſe Reaſons. 7 


I. TnExx is more of the Nature of Sin 
in ſuch Acts than in any other. Every Sin, 
. *tis true, is a Tranſgreſſion of the divine 
Law; but the clearer and more diſtinct 
our Knowledge is of this Law, the great - 
er is the Tranſgreſſion: The Offence 
riſes according to the Degree of Informa- 
tion; and the deeper the Impreſſion is 
upon the Conſcience, the more crying the 
Guilt; becauſe, ſuch offer Violence to the 
Principles moſt rooted in them. Sin by the 
Commandment becomes exceeding ſinful, ſaith 
St. Paul, i. e. in Proportion to LicHr re- 
ceived, the Rate of Sin doth riſe; For un- 
to mhamſoe ver much is given, of him much i 
required; and to whom Men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more. There 
are greater Degrees of Obedience and Ho- 
lineſs due from him that hath the Advan- 
tages of Revelation, than from another that 
hath only the Light of Regſon to guide 
him; the Sins of Chriftians appear with a 
blacker Hue, than thoſe of the Gentile- 
World j 


+ Go, * 


8 


Tren. 


TY 


World; and among the former, there are 
ſome greater Sinners than others; They 
who know moſt,or have Helps and Means 


for Knowledge above their Neighbours, 


do involve themſelves in deeper Guilt. So 


— — 


our Lord told the Phariſees, If ye were blind, John is. 
ye ſbould have no Sin; but now ye ſay, we ſee, ( 


therefore your Sin remaineth. 

IT. REBELLION againſt the Li cHr, is 
utterly inconſiſtent with a State of Grace ; 
i. e. That Man who deliberately allows 
himſelf in the Commiſſion of ſuch Sins, 
is a Child of the Devil, and not a Child 
of Gop : He that committeth Sin, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, i of the Devil. He that liveth in 
known Sin, hath the Devil for his Father. 


But, Whoſoever is born of God, doth not com- 1 Joh. iii. 
mit Sin, he is not ordinarily guilty of ſuch 5,9, ic. 


Sins: And, In this the Children of God are 
manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil. Tt 
is certain, there are ſeveral Sins, the Com- 


miſſion of which is conſiſtent with the 


Truth of Grace; for there is not 4 Juſt 
Man = Earth, that doeth Good and ſinneth 
not. The Goſpel diſpences with many 
Failings and Infirmities; but no where 
with ſuch Sins as are wilfully committed 
againſt Knowledge. Tho' Ido not deny, 
but that it is poſſible ſor a good Man to 
fall even into theſe, or at leaſt, into Sins 
of a ſimilar Nature; as is plain 1 
5 an 


Law, disbelieving his Threatnings 


Rom. 1. 
ul. 


ca 


ceptions of the Gop of Heaven, than they 


, BS reg 
5 , 58. 
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and Peter ; 


— —— of this Kind are 
d very rare, that our general Propoſition 
That Rebellion againſt the Liehr is it | 
conſiſtent with a State of Grace, is not 

prejudiced thereby. 1 


II. In theſe Acts of Sin there is more 
of a Spirit of Enmity, Oppoſition and Ma- 
lice, than in others. The Devil appears 


Here bare-fac'd, and ſhews moſt of his en- 


vious, . 177 Nature; Oh! what 4 
Contempt do ſuch Sinners caſt upon 


God's Authority and Government, when 


they thus ruz «por him, even on his Neck, 
pon the thick Boſſes of his Buckler, renoun- 
cing his Sovereignty, deſpiſing his Power, - 
acting in open Defiance to him. Theſe 
Rebellious Wretches have meaner Con- 


have of their Fellow-Creatures ; they are 
fearleſs and preſumptive, caſting = 
„. Un- 
ning * 4 high he th and 4 on 
Heart, Who knowing the Judewtnt 
that they which commer fueb/ Th , are worthy 
of Death, not only do the ſame, but have Plea« 
in thim that do them. And as ſuch Sin- 
ners do thus refle& upon God, ſo likewiſe 
is their Heart full of Rage and Malice to 
every Thing that bears his Image. He 
that can break — the Con victions 
and Reſtraints of ConſGience, muſt be an 
EE, inveterate - 


- 
5 — 


»_ rw F 
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of Kebeiling againſt. te Len. 17 

inveterate Enemy to Holineſs, and de- 

dlares, that he loves Sin for Sin's Sake, be- 
| cauſe it is an Abomination to Goo. 

IT 18 obſervable, there are none ſo fu- 

riouſly bent againſt divine Truths, as 

thoſe who live in Rebellion unto them; 

They ſtudy all anner oſ Ways in the firſt 
Place to enet vate the Belief of them in 
their Hearts, to deſtroy their Credit and 
ruin their Reputation; and if aſter all 
their Amuſements they cannot undeceive 
themſelves, yet are they reſolv'd to act in 
Oppoſition to thoſe Principles, they are not 
able to overturn : Renegadoes and Apo- 
ſtates from the FaiTH, have. in all Ages 
proy'd the bittereſt Perſecutors of the 
Chriſtian Religion. We read of Alexander 
the Copperſmith, that aid Paul mach Hart. 
He was a deſperate Adverfaty to the 
Truth, and One of the moſt forward in 
ſetting on the Multitude at Epheſus againit 
that Apoſtle ; yet he was ancea Diſciple, 
for he is ſaid, to make Shipwrack of the Faith. 1 Tim. i, 
Such-are big with Malice and Revenge s, 20. 
againſt that Lronr and the Profeſſors of 
it, whom they have forſaken ; therefore 
are juſtly. accounted the chief of Sinners, 
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IV. Consprx: the diſmal Effects and 
Con ſequences of ſuch Acts of Sin, and you 
will own' there are terrible Aggravations 


"> 1. Such 


. * | 
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- 1. Suck Sins will deſtroy the Habitual 
Temper and Inclination of the Soul; if 
there be any Thing good in a Man, they 
will in Time eraſe, and pull up the 
Root, and ſo ſet us to begin the Work 
of Reformation anew ; other Sins do but 
wound, but theſe kill us; the one oppoſe ' 
only particular Parts of the New Crea- 
ture, but the other is an Enemy to all the 
Grace of Gop within us, and will infalli- 
bly blow up the very Foundation of it. 
David was ſenſible of this, when he prays 
Pſalm. Ii. in his Penitential Pſalm, Create in me 4 
28 clean Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
within me. His Sins of Adultery and Mur- 
der were, he knew, acting againſt Light, 
ſince theſe had laid waſte the good Diſpo- 
ation of his Soul to that Degree, as that 
before he could be reſtor'd, he muſt have 
a new Heart and a right Spirit. Thus 
Pernicious are ſuch Sins. = 


2. Tx1s Courſe of finning will 
infallibly drive away the Good Spirit 
from us. When Men reſiſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and, after the repeated Sug- 
geſtions and obedient Inclinations he 
throws into their Souls, while the Sin is 
under Deliberation, reſolve ſtill to ven- 
ture on it, no Wonder, that being thus 
griev'd He withdraws. - *Tis written " 
* : | tne 


— 


1 


of Reholling againſt e 19 


** »» 


the Hfaeliren, That they rebelled and vexed his Tai. la 
Holy Spirit, therefore he was turned to be 


their Enemy, and he fought againſt them. Re- 
belling againſt — k, b of the ſame 
Nature with Rebelling againſt the Light; 
. =_ is his — 5 —＋ _ Mind 
reſenting divine Truths, in their proper 
Evidence; now, when we rebel Lake 
-theſe' Notices and Convictions, with 
which He is drawing us, we provoke 
Him, and make Him reſolve to ſtrive no 


longer with us. Upon this Account David 
likewiſe prays, in the ſame Pſalm, Caſt Pſil. Ii 
me not away from thy Preſence, and take nat 


Holy Spirit from me. Reſtore unto me 


the Joy of thy Salvation, and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit, | 


3. REBELLION againſt the LIS Hr, 
commonly iſſues in Hardneſs of Heart, 
and Searedneſs of Conſcience. This is 
the Judgment of Gop which follows Sin- 
ners in this Life. They fin againſt the 
LIGH r fo long, that at length their 
Minds are blinded, and their Hearts har- 
den'd ; they oppoſe ſo many Convictions 
and Accuſations of Conſcience, that a 

laſt this Monitor ceaſeth from doing his 
Office, and leaves the Sinner to the full 
Swing of his own Inclinations. This was 
the Caſe of the Gentile World, who be- 
cauſe, When er glorified him 
$121 f 2 


by 


220 Rom. 6, 
as 31, 26. 
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4s God, but bet ame ain in their Imagiuati- 
ons ; mere giuam up to vile Aﬀettions. $0 
again, Gov: hath threatned to ſend as 2 
Judgment upon thoſe, who received wort 
the Love of the Truth that they might be faw- 
ed, ſtrong Deluſions that they ſboald believe a 
Lye, that they all might be damned, who be- 
lieved not the Truth; but bad Pleafare in 
Unrighteouſneſs, Of this, I am-perſuaded, 
ſad Experience can give us too many In- 
ſtances : Have not we known them, who 
have broken through the Bonds of Edu- 
cation, have ſinned againſt the Convicti- 
ons of their own Conſciences, and rebel- 
led againſt approved LI Gam, till at 
—_ Darkneſs - hath overtaken them, 
a 


and they have been paſt Feeling? And if 


before they leave the World, their Con- 
ſciences have'been awaken'd, into what 
Horror and Deſpair have they been caſt, 
ſo as to ſhare in the Torments of the 
Damned, before their Time? ?Tis im- 
poſſi ble to deſcribe the Agonies and Pains, 
the Racks and Convulſions of Sinners, 
who. have had ſome Lightning before 
Death. Not the Greatneſs of the Figure 
they make in the World, not the Conſt 
deration of Riches and Honours, of Plea- 
ſures and ſenſual Delights, have been able 
to drown the Senſe and Conviction of 
them. This I conceive to be juſt in Goo 
upon ſuch Sinners, who, among the whole 

N 1 Herd 


— * 
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Herd, are the moſt uneaſy to themſelves; 
and fuch Sins ſit heavier upon their Sto- 
machs then others, with this Difference, 
that the one are frequently attended with 
— Mercy, when the other are 
ſeldom, if ever. I 


4. Hencx it follows, That the foreſt 
Condemnation in the other World, muſt 
be their final and everlaſting Portion. 
This is the Condemnation, that Light is come John iii. 

into the World, but Men loved Darkneſs ra- '9- 
ther than Light, becanſs their Deeds were evil. 
This is what will aggravate our Sin and 
Danger, to do Wickedneſs, and commit 
Folly in the Face of the Sun. It ſhall be Matt. xi. 
Ne ee faith our Saviour, 16 

of Sodom, in the of Judgment, 
or ha Sink 0 nique an Frofanenels 
thas for Capernaum, where Chriſt tau 
and wrought Miracles, but — 
Unbelief. This is the Sin that will de- 
prive us of the Benefits of CHR 15T's Sacri- 
fice, and of all che Bleffings purchaſed by 
his Death. If we fin wilfulh, faith the Au- Heb. x. 
thor to the Hebrews, after we have received 6. 
the Knowledge of the Travh, there remaineth- 
10 more — — Now thar con- 
temptu tranigreſs'd the Law of Moſes, 

—— Mercy; there was — | 
fioe inſtituted for Sins of that Kind. Of how ver. 28, 
much. ſarer Pupiſbment, ſpall he be judged 9. 


worthy, 
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worthy, who treads under Foot the Son of God, 
by a wilful ſinning, and deſpiſing his 
Laws? His Judgment ſhall be moſt 
_ dreadful, being no leſs than all thoſe: 
— which are denounced in the Go- 
Tuxs are the ſeveral Conſequences 
of Rebelling againſt the Liar, and the 
Reſult of them is this: That it is juſtly 
accounted the higheſt Aggravation of 
: Sin, 2 4 | c 
Tux Improvement of this Argument, 
ſhall be in Inferenices of Truthand Duty. 
I begin with the Inferences of Truth. 


— 


I. Art Sins are not equally Heinous: 
For, If Rebelling againſt the LI unt be 
the higheſt Aggra vation of Sin, then it 
follows, there are Sins of an inferior Guilt, 
and in a lower Degree criminal. Not 
but that every Sin is mortal; evil Concu- 
piſcence, which is but a Sin in Thought, 
is a Breach of the Commandment, and 
binds us over to Puniſhment. The Apo- 
ſtle's Aphoriſm is indefinite, being aſſert- 
Rom. v. ed of all Sins without any Exception, The 
23 Mages of Sin is Death. Yet till it's a cer- 
tain Truth, what we find in the Cate- 
chiſm, That ſome Sins in. themſelves, and by 
Reaſon of their ſeveral Aggravations, are more 
heinous in the Sight of God, than others. Thus 
ye may ſay, That Idolatry is 60 
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Sin than Superſtition; Adultery than For- 
nication; Murder, than Theft: And if 
we look into the ſeveral Agravations of 
Sin, we ſhall find, that Sins againſt 
Knowledge, are greater than thoſe of Ig- 
norance ; Sins of wilful Preſumption, than 
thoſe of almoſt unavoidable Infirmity, 
Taz Aggravation of Sin, ſometimes 
ariſeth from the Perſon who committeth 
it: If he be a Profeſſor, if he be a Mini- 
ſter or a Teacher ofothers, he is a greater 
Offender in Gop's Account, than a Stran- 
ger to Cx IST, or One in a leſſer Form 


of Chriſtianity, Thos which teacheſt another, Rom. ii. 
teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? Thou that 27 . . 


4 Man ſhall not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? 

that ſayſt, « Man ſhall not commit Adultery, 
doſt thou commit Adultery ? Thou that abhor- 
eft Idols, doſt Thou commit Sacriledge ? The 
Deſign of this Way of arguing, is not on- 
ly to ſhow the Incongruity of ſuch Acts; 
but likewiſe that great Degree of Guilt, 
that ſuch involve themſelves under there- 
by. The Conſideration of the Character 
of the Perſon,” renders ſome Sins exceed- 
ing ſinful. At other times the Aggrava- 
tion of Sin, ariſeth from the Circum- 
ſtances attending it. If it be done pub- 
lickly, and in the Face of the Sun, againſt 
a Man's enlightned Conſcience, after ma- 
ny. Reproofs, and Admonitions, followed 
with Vows and Reſolutions. of Amend: 
Stal⸗ ment; 


* 
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ment; if they be Sins which we frequent- 
ly fall into, and that without any great 
Temptation to the Commiſſion; then an- 
deed, they may be called, wonderoufl 
great, becauſe the Name of Gop, in an 
eſpecial Manner, is blaſphemed by them; 
Religion ſuffers, and its Ways are evil 

ſpoken of, Thus, all Sins are not equally ' 
heinous,neither will every Sinner be dealt 
with alike. There are Degrees of Puniſh- 
ment, proportionable to thoſe of Guilt. 
Tribulation and Anguiſb, ſball be upon every 

the 


firſt, and then of the Gentile. And, faith our 


Luke xii. Saviour, That Servant which knew his Lord's 
47,48- Will, and. prepared not himſelf, neither did 


Guard be kept, and unto what 


according to his Will, ſhall be beaten with 

— when he — nut, and 4 yr 
mit Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beuten 
with few Stripes. I mention theſe Things, 
not to ex the Sinner in the leaſt; but 
only to let you ſee where your ſtricteſt 


Kind of Sins you ſhould expreſs the great 
eſt Abhorrence, as remembring that Paſ- 
age 17 pride to the 1 4 The 
imes of former Ignorance, Goa winked at; 
bat nom he commandeth all Mep every bert 
e eee ute e 
IT. Tann: isa vaſt Difference be 
tween linnin againſt LIGHT, 
e 19 5 Rebelling | 
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Rebelling againſt the Liaur. This Di- 
ſtinction is 'neceffary, to mitigate the 
Dread of my Doctrine; to calm thoſe 
Fears of their eternal State, which may 
ariſe in ſome Mens Breaſts, thinking 


rhemſelyes finally loſt; ever . 


eternal Liſe and Salvation, becauſe they 


commit Sins againſt Knowledge. 
Burr Sinning againſt LIGHr, and Re- 
belling againſt L ISH, are different 
Things, and their Difference conſiſts in 
the ice. 


1. UsuarLy ſpeaking, Rebellion a- 
X — ErcnrT, is the Character only of 
deſperate Sinners, of thoſe who are given 
up by Go p to a reprobate Mind and 
vile Affections. Of this Number were the 
Inhabitants of the antediluvian World, 
concerning whom it is written, Go p ſaw 
that the Witkedneſs of Man, was great in the 
Earth, and that every Imagination of the 
"Thoughts of his Heart was only evil, conti- 
nually. ' Pharaoh, King of Egypt, might 
come into this Eiſt alſo, who harden'd his 
Heart againſt Go o, and would not be 
prevaibd with to let the People go, not- 
withſtanding the Miracles Moſes wrought 
in his Sight. It is plain he was convinc'd 
more than once in his own Conſcience of 
the Authority: of the Meſſage ſent him ; 


his 


5 


yet ſo deſperately did he harden himſelf in 
3 D p 


Gen. vi,s. 
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his Wickedneſs gs to perſiſt in his Rebelli- | 


on to the very laſt. I might bring in Bel- 


 ſoaxz4r,King af Babylon, to this black Roll, 
Dan. v. 22 2 unto whom ſaith Daniel, Thou haſt not 
hambled thing Heart, though thou k 


ie 
this, i. e. the divine Judgments which 


overtook his Father Nebuchadnex241-in the 


Career of his Iniquity ; but haſt-lifred up 
thyfelf againſt the Lord of Heaven, and the 
God in whoſe Hand thy Breath is, and whoſe 
are all thy Ways, baft thou not glorifed The 
Jews, eſpecially the Phariſees, are theclear- 
eft Inſtance to my Purpoſe, that can be 
produced. John the Baptiſt calls them a 


Generation of Vipers; our Saviour threatens 


them with a greater Damnation than o- 


thers, they rejected the Counſel of God againſt 


themſelves, and would not come unto the 
Meſſzah, that they might have Life, tho* con- 
vinc'd by his Doctrine and Miracles, that 


© Hecame from Gop. So that you ſee Re- 


bellion againſt. the L1G a T. is the Cha- 
racer only of deſperate Sinners, and har- 
dened Wretches. But to (in. againſt the 
LIS EHr, may be the Caſa of Gou's own 
Children. Noab's Drunkenneſs, Lot's In- 
celt, David's Murder and Adultery, were 
certainly of this Kind; nay, there is not a 
Sin that a Child of G o p commits, but 


what may be ſaid to be againſt Know- 


ledge through Incogitancy they may {in 
againſt Light, when they cannot be ſaid 
to rebell againſt it. | 2. RE- 
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2. RxBRIIL ION againſt the LI d H 1, 
is ſeldom if ever reclaim'd; tis very rare 


to hear of a preſumptuous Sinner renew- 


ed to Repentance, they grow ſo impudent. 


and ſhameleſs in ſinning, as to paſt 
Feeling, and given up to their own D. 


ſtruction. We read of a perſecuting Paul 
converted, but not of an inſolent Pharaoh ; 


The one did it g norantiy, in Unbelief, but 
the other ſinned with à proud Heart, and 


with a high Hand. The one in his unre- 


| 9 State, never acted againſt his 


onſcience, but thought that he was ob- 
lig?d to be thus zealous againſt thoſe that 
called upon the Name of ſzsus ; whereas 
the other reſiſted Convictions, as appears 


from his many Promiſes to let rhe People 
go. But now we have ſeveral Inſtances 
of recovering Grace in them who have 


ſinn'd againft Licut : Pl! only mention 


David, whoſe Sins came the neareſt to 


Rebellion of any we meet with commit- 
ted by a Child of God, in Scripture ; yet 


we know how he was reftored to Repen- 


tance upon Nathan's Meſſage to him from 


the Loxp. Gop would not loſe ſuch an 
eminent Servant, rather' than he ſhould 
periſh, divine Grace refolv*d to triumph 
over Man's Infirmities, to let us ſee that 
there's a vaſt Difference between a Re- 
hel and a Sinner. Tho! David was a no- 
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© korious Sinner, yet he cannot be called a 
Rebel, in the Senſe I am ſpeaking of... 


3. Taz Words which follow the Text 
will help us to another Diſcovery. They 
are of thoſe that rebel againſt the Light; adds, 
the inſpired Perſon, They know not the Ways 
thereof, nar abide in the Paths thereof. Such 
Sinners neither approve ofthe Lightwhich 
they enjoy, nor walk in thoſe Ways, to 
which by the ſame Light they are di- 
refted; and if they chance to ſtumble on 
a good Action, tis quickly over; like 
Janab's Gourd, the Worm of Luſt kills ar 
withers it. Theſe Rebels are conſtant 
in Nothing ſo much as in Acts of Wick- 
edneſs ; neither Mercy, nor Judgment, 
Admonitions, nor Reproofs, will make 
them leave off their Sins; but being ha- 
bituated unto them, they perſiſt in an un- 
interrupted Courſe of Rebellion. 
Bu T now, 'tis otherwiſe with ſuch as 
EE ſin only againſt the LIGHT; they may 
Rom. vii. ſay, with the Apoſtle, That which 1 ao, 1 
15. allow not; for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do J. Though they 
fin againſt LI r, yet it's contrary to 
their practical Judgment, they don't ap- 
prove of thoſe Sins they commit, neither 
do they live in them; but the general 
Courſe of their Converſation, is an obe- 
| dient Walking with Go p. And thus it 


of Kebelling againſt the LicuT. 29 
was ſaid of Noah, notwithſtanding 


nding his Sin 

of Drunkenneſs, He was 4 juſt Man, per. Gen vi. g. 
fect in his Generation, and walked with God. 

And of David alſo it is recorded, who had 

been. guilty. of; very enormous Crimes, 
That he walked before God in Truth and 1 Kin. iii. 
Righteouſneſs, and in Uprightneſs of Heart. © 


III. I 1Neex the dreadfull Condition 

of an Apoſtate, One that has left G o p, 

and is forfaken of Him, He is a Rebel 
againſt the LiguT; and can he be ſtig- 
matized with a blacker Character? He's 

a preſumptuous Sinner, and nothing re- 
mains but Hell to compleat his Miſery. 
Apoſtacy, ſuppoſes ſormer Convictions, 

that once there was a flouriſhing Profeſſi- 

on, and a ſpiritual Senſation; that here- 
tofore Go and the Soul did converſe, 

and Communications of Light and Love 

from Him kindled a Fire in his Breaſt; 

but alas! he is a Stranger now to all theſe 
Things, he is fallen from his high and 
honourable Station, into the Duſt of the 
Earth, and wallows in Senſualities and 
carnal Enjoyments. Concerning ſuch, 

ſaith the Apoſtle Peter, Their lerter End 2 Pet. ii. 
is worſe than the Beginning; and it had been 
better for them not to have knawn the Way of 
Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, 

to turn from the holy Commandment deliver- 

ed unto them, They have perfidioully leſt 
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God, and Gor — forſakenthem. 
O deplorabſe State! O W 
art, thus to abandon thy Proſeſſion, and 
damn thy Soul! thou art alrea | 
Suburbs of Hell, and haſt not the kaſt De- 


retch, thatthou 


iti 


gree of Hope that Go » will ſpare th. 


one Moment longer, He will tate them a- 


way, 4s 4 Whirl-wind, and in his Wrath, the 
moſt terrible Vengeance written, full 
Cups of divine Wrath, the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever; is referv*d for ſuch Sin- 
ners. He will hurl down ſuch Wretches 
into everlaſting and unquenchable Fire, 


where there is Weeping, and Wailin 
and Gnaſhing of T 2 We 


IV. How neceſſary is the Opetation 
of the bleſſed Spirit in the World. Not- 
withſtanding Lrenr is come into it, yet 
until the Spirit opens the Eyes, and 


toucheth the Heart, we ſhall love Dark- 


neſs rather than Light, The Goſpel ma 
be revealed in one Senfe, and hi in 15 


other; revealed, as to its outward Diſpen- 
ſation and Miniſtry; but hid, as to its in- 


ward Power, and transforming Vertue. 


Tf the Vail which is on our Hearts be not 


taken away, tis impoſſible that the Light 
of the glorious Goſpel of Chrift, who is the 
Image of God, ſhoald ſpine into ut. This dif- 
covers the Neceſſity of the Spirit's Influ. 


ence, in order to make the Ligar ſaving 


an 


Aru oma — —ʒẽͤ — 
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and effeftual, it is this Spirit that takes a- 
. way tho Vail, it by the lame Spirit,hat we 2 Cor. iii. 


ay Sw re temas fon Pom ng 16. 


* 1 11 wag a gr — on 
moye * to any Purpoſe, if the Spirit did 

ent from his on Inſtirutions; nay, 
that o are not all of us Rebels, is Owiog 
70 is victorious Grace, Which makes the 
| ame Word full of Life and Power to one, 
that is dead and inactive to others 


* unn the strong Obligation of 
ſcriptural Knowledge to Obedience. Be- 
ſore the Revelation of the Goſpel, there 
was, I conſeſs, ſuch an A for Sin 
in the World, as did much and 
excuſe. the Sinner; but fines this 
1 2 9 tha Guilt of Sin is aggrava · 

and there remains ag Hx nor 
ſo much as a Pretance ſor it; now Men 
have vo Clake far: their Sins, as CHRIS T 
told the fen. For, what ſoever might „ii 280 
ſeem r ly to excuſe human Actions | 
10 limited, is by wed nap remaved, 'and 
taken away; we neither want Light, to 
diſcern our Duty, nor Motivs to ſet about 
the doing of w 40 Wa know z v do not 
Want Light, ſinge e have ſuch evident 
Notices af GD and qurſelves, revealed 
in. the Golpel, as do; necellarly pant unto: 
us the Chrltiay Duty, Pagan Ignorance, 


and 
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John xiii. 


and Jewiſh Blindnefs, is aboliſhed, now 


ile Day-ſpring from on high bas viſited as ;\ 
neither * labour under . of 
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proper Motives to inſorce our Duty; if 
either Fear or Hope can have any Lon. 
ence, tis here, they are touched to the 
quick; for what can be more forcible to 
err from Sin, than the Wrath of Gad u- 
veal d from Heaven, againſt all Ungodlineſs 
and Unrighteouſneſs of Men? And what 
more inviting to tence, than the 
Promiſe of a Kingdom, of an Inheritance, 
of an ——_— and eternal Weight of 


. 


VL. Tus higheſt Artidninejts1 in Kagws 
ledge, without Obedience, will but make 
us the more miſerable. For if Rebelling 
againſt the Lion be the greateſt Ag: 
gravation of Sin, then certainly, the more 
we are inſtructed in our Duty, the deep- 
er will our Miſery be, if we practiſe not 
accordingly. Saith, our Saviour, If qu know” 
theſe Things, huppy are ye if you' do them. But 
it is better for us not to have known then, 
than aſter We have known them to live 


unſutable to our Knowledge. This is te 
Condemnation that Lili is come into the 
World, bat they have loved Darkneſs rather 


than Light, This is che very Eſſence of 
Men's Miſery, that they live in Defiance 


to e Truths of which we have a con- 
vincing 


— — — — 5 


vincing Evidence, and conſequently the 
more elevated their Knowledge is, the 
deeper will their Rebellion ſink them in 
everlaſting Burnings. This is the Sting 
of the Torments of Devils, that they act- 
ed ſo contrary to their enlightened Judg- 
ment; and this, I believe, is the bittereſt 
Reflection of the damned Souls in Hell; 
(as the Tragedian hath it) Video meliora 
proboque, Deteriora ſequor, I knew better 
things when I was in the other State, I 
was perſuaded of an Heaven and an Hell; 
but preſumptuous Wretch ! I would not 
be reſorm'd, but kept on in the broad 
Way; and fo, that very Hell, which I 
knew to be the Portion of ſuch Sinners as 
myſelf, has now overtaken me, and I am 

juſtly become a SpeCtacle of Shame and 
Reproach. | 


- INFERENCES of Duty. 

I. PRI E E the Grace of Go Dd, above 
all Natural and Moral Endowments; a- 
bove all Gifts and Qualifications of Body or 
Mind, that do not infer a ſaving Change 
wrought in the Heart. Tis poſſible for 
a Man to be richly furniſh'd with Know- 
tedge and Wiſdom, with a penetrating 
udgment, and a ſagacious Mind; he may 
tkewiſe be adorn'd with a great many 
_ amiable PerfeQtions, as to the Body; nay, 
he may arrive to wm high Attainments 


—- 


p l * . L - | 
3 * * n : 1 * : . x 
8 _ - n ay. a, 4 4 N 7 
* * * f 
* 8 5 
1 - 


— 5 '” "PR - 
\ a Pa. 

14 a * x 
9 


7 
8 


5 : T , ' a 
a 80 p ' . : 4 * 8 
U ** WE. * 4 - 1 , a 4. 
W | | | 
1 4 : *; — ** » = N * - « - 
* * 


— 


34 The SIN and DAN GER 


in Chriſtianity, and yet himſelf not be 
the better Man in Reality, ſor all this. 
Learning, Ingenuity, Parts, Profeſſion, 
Vivacity of Thought, Gifts of Tongues 
or Miracles, Beauty, Wealth and high 
Places, abſtracted from the Grace of God, 
don't add any Thing of real Worth to 
us; we may be poſſeſt of all theſe, and 
yet be miferable notwithſtanding. The 
eleareſt Light may be rebell'd againſt; 
the richeſt Bleſſing God beſtows upon 
us, either in a natural, or in a moral 
Senſe, may be abus'd and turn'd into 
Laſciviouſneſs. «4 
. ?T1s written of Abſalom, there was 
none to be ſo much praiſed in all Ifrael as he 
for his Beauty, from the Sole of his Foot 
even to the Crown of his Head, there was no 
Blemiſh in him: Yet his Heart being de- 
ſtitute of the Grace of Go p, he was no 
better than a gilded Poſt, or a beautiful 
Sepulchre, full of Rottenneſs and Stench. 
Ahitophel was One of the wiſeſt Men 
in thoſe Days he lived, concerning whoſe 
Counſels *tis written, They were as if a 
Man had enquired at the Oracle of 
Gop; and yet wanting the Fear of the 
Loxp, which is the Beginning of Wiſ- 
dom, he was a Fool, and ended his Days 
accordingly. What Service did Riches and 
great Poſſeſſions do him in the Goſpel that 
aſter all was confined to the Priſon * 
| rom 
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from whence is no Redemption? Was not 
Simon Magus a Profeſſor, did he not be- 
lieve, was he not baptized, and yet at the 
ſame time in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 
Bond of Iniquity? Judas that had a Devil 

and betray'd our Lord, was One of the 
Twelve, and no doubt both preach'd and 
wrought Miracles. So that neither exter- 

nal nor internal Indowments, are to be 
brought in compariſon with the Grace of 
God. For *tis this divine Quality that fan- 
Ctifies theſe Bleſſings, like the Temple that 
ſanQifies the Gold. Without the Grace of 
Go p, neither Riches, nor Wiſdom nor 
Beauty, nor Strength, nor © Goſpel Privi- 
leges, will do us any Service, or yield us 
any Comfort, if we are deſtitute of it, Re- 
bellion will unavoidably be our Guilt and 


Us 


Puniſhment, 


II. KE Ep a ſtrict Watch over your own 
Hearts, for the Heart of Man is deceitful a- Jer. xxvli. 
bove all Things and deſperately wicked, There 9 
is ſuch a Bundle of Folly bound up in it, ſo 
many Seeds of Luſt and Corruption with- 
in the beſt of us, that unleſs we are very 
critical in the Obſervation and Govern 
ment of oyr Spirits, this Folly would ſoon 
ſhow itsſelf in the Life, and theſe corrupt 
ſeeds bring forth corrupt Fruits. Therefore 
the wiſe Man adviſes us, to keep our Heart p,,, Re 
with all Diligence; i. e. with a moſt con» 3. 
PE E 2 tang 


exact in this Knowledge of thyſelf, and be 
ſure to guard well all the Paſſes that lead 
into this Caſtle, thine Heart; for if thou 


 ſhouldeſt ſuffer thyſelf to be ſurpriz'd by 


an Enemy either from within, or without, 


it would rob thee of thy Peace, and very 
much endanger thy everlaſting State. 
Our Saviour upon an Occaſion given 
him from the Phariſees finding Fault with 
his Diſciples for Eatin = unwaſhen 
Hands,acquaints us with this great Truth, 
that, That which cometh out of 4 Man, only 
defileth the Man ; for from within, out of the 


Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Adulteries, For- 


nication, Murders, Thefts, Covetouſneſs, Laſs 
civiouſneſs,, an evil Eye, Blaſphemy, Pride, 
Fooliſhneſs, all theſe Things come from within 
and defile the Man. | wy 

I this be the Caſe, If all Manner of 
Wickedneſs takes its Riſe ſrom the Heart, 


If that be the Fountain that ſends ſorth 


impure Streams ; O how watchſull 


ſhould we be over it! If I knew there 


was but one Way, by which the Enemy 


could break into the Fort, and at the 


ſame time that there were ſome within, 
as well as without it, that induſtriouſſy 
1 1 . 4 of Rane. fought 
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ſaught an Opportunity to betray it, 
would it not concern me very ſtrictly to 
guard that Paſs? Should I not Watch 
and be ſober when ſuch mighty Things 
depend upon it? The Caſe is parallel with 
Reſpet to the Heart; this is the Caſtle, 
the Fort whither the Soul retires. If it 
be delivered up to the Enemy either 
thro? Treachery or Surpize, we are in a 
fair Way of being ruined and undone. for 
OVA 7 > pit: ob DWORE YU? 
VNR this Head of ſpiritual Watch- 
fulneG, let it not be thought ſtrange or 
improper that I addreſs myſelf to Saints 


Lien T , AS well as thoſe who rebel a- 
2 it; be ye exhorted to keep up a 

rict Watch over your own Hearts, for 
H you do not you will ſoon act in Defi- 
ance to your Knowledge; there is a 
Proneneſs in the beſt of Chriſtians to the 
worſt of Sins, the Image of God is but 
in Part reſtor'd unto us in this Life, tho? 
Grace weakens the Body of Sin, yet it 
doth not quite deſtroy it; every 
Man may complain with the 


as well as Sinners; to ſuch as obey the _ * 


good 
Apoſtle J Rom. ii. 


ſee 4 Law in my Members warring againſt the *3: 


Law in my Mind ; there is a carnal, ſenſual 
Biaſs in him ſwaying to Sin, contrary 


* , 


to the Bent and Inclination of his renew- 
ed Part, which ſometimes breaks forth 
into actual Wickedneſs. Thus Noah is 

5 | a = - 0 v drunk, 


| 5 


* Six De We 


Rom. x1. 


er Lot is inveliuons; De David min 
Job: curſes the Day-of his Birth, Moe 
is cholerick and paſſionate , : Petey ab- 
jures; You- ſee theſe glorious Stars have 
had their Twinklings, and if the Leaders 
and Champions are thus foil'd,/what'may 


we think then hath in all Ages befallen 
the Croud of Vulgar Chriſtians? It be- 


hoves us thereſore, to be on our Watch; 

if ſuch Golialꝰs or Strength have fallen, 
why ſhould ſuch Striplings as we, fancy 
ourſelves ſecure? Let us fear leaſt the ſame 
Corruptions and Temptations overwhelm 
us, this is St. Paul's Caution more than 
. once, Let him that ſtandeth, take Heed left he 


fall. "And again, Thou — 7 ra, be 


not b rd, bat fear. 
III. Diwan of the leaſt Sin. Sins 7 


Thought will ſoon produce Sins in Act, 


and Rebellion in the Heart, 'if it be not 
ſubdu'd, will iſſue forth in open Rebellion 
in the Life. Let but the Serpent put in his 
Head, and his whole Body will find an 
eaſy Entrance; tis from very ſmall Begin. 
— that Sin at firſt takes its Riſe, and 
the moſt rooted Habits have been begot- 
ten by frequent Acts. This is the Account 
the Apoſtle James gives of this Matter, 
Every Man is tempted, when he is drawn aw 
" his own Left and enticed : This Luſt or 
Deſire of Evil is the firſt Step; then when 


Lf 
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Laſt has conceived, it bringeth forth Sin, and 
Sin when it is finiſhed,” bringeth forth Death. 
Sin is conceived by Luft,” and finiſhed by 
Practice. *Tis an Obſervation as true as 
common, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimut, No 
Man was ever extreamly wicked upon a 
ſudden. A hardy Sinner, muſt be a Work 
of Time, a Creature of Induſtry and Toil, 
of Conflicts and Repulſes; a Man doth 
not immediately become a Rebel to his 
Maxes, *tis by Degrees that Sin arrives 
to this PerfeQion, there is a progreſſive 
Motion in Wickedneſs, as well as in Ho- 
lineſs. Therefore'we ſhould be careful to 
ſtop the Courſe df Sin in the Beginning, 
and beware of little Sins; for if we in- 
dulge them, what Security have we a- 
grin greater? - Progreſs in a vicious 
-ourſe is (as One obſerves) like a Moti- 
on down Hill: Men may begin where 
they pleaſe; but if once they are entred, 
they cannot ſtop where they pleaſe. Vice 
ſtands upon a Precipice, Omne in precipits- 
vitium ſtat, ſaith the Poet: Altho? we may 
ſtay ourſelves at the firſt ſetting out, yet 
we cannot in the Middle; *tis very dan- 
gerous to conſent to little Sins, to live in 


the Practice of them: Whoſcever, faith our Nit. v. 


Saviour, ſball break one :of theſe leaſt Com- 19- 
mandments, and ſpall teach Men ſo, he ſhall 
be called the ee ee, of Hea- 


ven. : N 
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iv. with our bleſſed Lord, defy him a 


IV. B WARE of Oocaſions and Temp- 
rations to Sin: The Rebel in the Text, 
ſeeks for: Conveniencies and Op ni- 
ties of Sinning ; The Murderer, as it ſol- 
riſing with "the Light, killeth the Poor 
and Needy, and in the Night is 4s 4 Thief. 


The Eye alſo of the Adalterer waiteth for the” | 


Twilight, ſaying, No Eye ſhall ſee me: and 
46256 Yor 2, Bore, 0s contrary, 'a 


Alan will ſhun whatſoever may in- 
him = Sin; — the re old, 

would not plant Vineyards, leſt they 
ſhould be tempted to drink of the _— 
thereof. The whole World is full of 


Snares and Entanglements; there is a 


Devil without, who is continually ſoli- 
citing us by thoſe Baits and Allurements, 
which, like a cunning Tempter, he 
throws in our Way, and there is inhe- 
rent Luſt, that is ready to cloſe with 
the Temptation, as ſoon as it is offer 
ed. If we had no Sin within us, No- 
thing that the Devil could faſten his 
Temptations upon, then indeed we m Bar 

411 
his Works; but when there is ſo much 


' Rvil of Corruption adhering to our Nu- 


ture, and ſuch violent Inclinations to 
what is forbidden, tis Preſumption in 
the higheſt ee to give Way unto 
them. He that truſteth to his own Heart, 

in 


— 


* 


e Kebelling againſt the Lint. 2. . 
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in Solomons Eſteem, is 4 Fool. Tis the Proverbs 9 
moſt egregious Folly in the World, to * e 


truſt our Hearts, after ſo frequent Expes 
rience of their Treachery in ourſelves and 
others. With what Confidence can you 
expect the Protection of Go n's Grace to 
keep ou from Sin, when you put your 
ſelves upon Occaſions and Temptations to 
it? And how gan qu pray, Lead us not 
into Temptation, when you wilfully ven- 
ture upon very deſperate and ſore ones? 
Thou beld, and daring Sinner! that 
makeſt light of running into Places where 

are preſented hefore thine Eyes, Variety 
of Objects and Opportunities for exciting 
Luſt, and yet flattereſt thyſelf to be Proof 
Ro ſtrangeſt of them; how. doſt 
N know, Whether Gop may not leave 
thee, as He did Sampſan, in the Lap of a 
deceitful Dal ilah; he. thought to go and 
ſhake himſelf, as at other Times; but 
alas! his Strength was - departed from 


him! I am ſure, thou ſtandeſt wholly at 


the Deviſs Curteſy ; and if you are oyer- 


* 


cone, you can blame none but yourſelf; 


Fur can 4 Man take Fire into his Boſom, and „ . 


his Cloaths not be burnt ? Can One go 1 
hot:Coals, and his Feet not be burnt I 
Gap hath promiſedto be with us in every 
Temptation that his wiſe Providence 


throws in our Way, He will nor ſuffer you , Cor. x, 


fo betempted above what you are able; but to- 13. 
4 | | F gether 


1 42 "I Sai, : 

a gether with the Temptation, will make a Way 

nn eſcape, that you may be able to bear it. Ya 

if we bring- ourſelves into Snares, and 
prove our own Tempters, it's Preſumpti- 
on to expect that ar will delves us 
from them. wm 


V. Avorp the Computy and Conver- 
fation of Preſumptuous Sinners, of ſuch, 
as rebel againſt the Li6uT. Example is 
of great Power and Force upon Men; it 
has a mighty Influence on N — 
ons, eſpecially bad — 
they meet with in every Man Cw 
that is like unto it. So was aware 

Prov. iv, Of this, when he adviſeth, Enter not into 

. 14:15,16. the Path of the Wicked, and go not in the 
Way of evil _ ui it, *pefs not by it, 
turn from it, an 5 (Ay, 
not # they fund dads 27 dh 
- Sleep is taken away, unlefs they ca 
fall. In this Reſpect, wicked 2 225 
the Part of the Devih they are uneaſy in 
their Mind, and refileſs in their En- 
deavours, until they have caught ſome 
Fool in the Trap they have laid ſor 
them; they do what in them lies to pro—- 
mote the Devil's Kingdom 2 | 
Men ; they will teave no Stone unturn 
no Method unattempted, that is likely 10 
bring about this End; they will flatter, 

| oy ien; ne. you ſhall have 
g | one 


. ATIVE wo — 0 — 
_ of Rebelling againſt the L1GHT. 
one Kind of Temptation thrown in the 
Way, and then — ag 0 — — 
| nts; are' unti ave 
iled — Souls. Beware of theſe 
Imps of the Devil, do not make them 
your intimate Friends, and Boſom Ac- 
quainrance ; tho! they may be pleaſant 
and facetious, witty and pgood-humour'd : - 
What is this to the Grace of Goo? Nay, - 
the Danger is the greater of being ſeduc'd 
by ſuch — Sinners; Sin ſlides 
the more eaſily into us, and like Fiſhes, 
we are caught by the Colour of the Fly, 
He that walketh with 25 Mem, ſhall be will Prov. ill. 
but 4 — qu; of — 7 ſoul be deſtroyed. 20. 
Methinks, d not be fond of 
thoſe Mens — how ingenicus 
ſoever, whoſe Houſe is the Way to Hell, 
going down to the Chambers of Death. 


VI. Hear KEN to the Dictates of 
Conſcience. Conſcience is God's Moni- 
tor in every Man's Breaſt, and when it is 
rightly informed from the Word of Truth, 
we may look upon it as an infallible Rule, 
whoever ſins againſt it in this Reſpect, 
rebels againſt the Ltaur; and it were 
better we had no Conſcience at all, than 
thus to baffle and contradict it. I own, 
there is an erroneous Conſcience; but 
whoſe Fault is it, when we have ſo Clear 
2 Rule to direct us? If we will not en- 
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deavour to inform our Conſciences of . 


Good and Evil, now it is in our Power, 


we are guilty of a great Deſect; but if 

we act contrary to their Dictates, our 

Sin becomes the greater. Let us then, 
Revere our Conſciences, ſo far as they;are 
enlightned by the Scriptures ; and here- 
in, I am ſure, we ſhall not err: Every 
One that doth Evil hateth the Light, neither 
cometh to the Lyoht, leſt his Deeds ſhould be 
reprov'd ; but he that doth Trath, cometh to 
the Light, that his Deeds may be made ma- 
nifeſt that they are wrought in God. The 
firſt AQ of Rebellion againſt the Light of 
the Goſpel; ' begins in ſinning - againſt 


Conſcience; and therefore when Men * 


are weary of it's Informations, fare re- 
ſolved no longer to be curb'd and bridled 
by this Monitor, no Wonder that they be- 


* 


come like the Horſe and the Mule, which 


have no Under ſtanding. But let it be 


thine own Conſcience, not the Conſci- 
ence of another ; unleſs 'in Matters of 
ſo certain an Evidence, wherein there 
can be no Diſpute. In the Eſſentials of 
ligion, in the firſt Principles of the Ora-. 
ths of God, and the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
*Tis your Duty to obey them that have the 
Rule over jou, and ſubmit yourſelves to them. 
The Prieſt's Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 
the People ſhogld ſeek the Law at his Mouth; 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of * 


F 


above another, another efteemerh 


— — 
* Ng Ta the Lrcur. . 


But in doubtſul and indifferent Caſs, | 

govern yourſelves according to the Dic- 
your own — herein we 
are not to impo 8 Neceſſity upon you. 
One Man, ſaith 


like, let Man be 
his own Mind. "Tis. 
our Brother, for that Li 
which we may think unlawful; bur, 
haſt thun Faith? have it to thyſelf. 


ritable to. jud 


not to WR ee Jo 


VII. BE much! in Prayer ſor . as. 
ſtraining, ſanctifying, aſſiſting, > | 


ng, and exciting Grace of Chriſt. 


ay poſſibly wonder, that I heap wb 4 


—. Kinds and Degrees of Grace; but 


don't marvel at it, becauſe there may be 


reſtraining, without ſanctifying Grace; 
Throꝰ Shame and Fear of Pu 
Man may keep 


when there is not one Dram of ſaving 


Grace in the Heart. Reſtraining and 
„ Sanctifying Grace is very well compa- 


red, by a judicious Divine to Froſt, 


« and the Sun; in froſty Weather, the 
Streets — free from Dirt and 


“ Filth, when at the ſame time it is but 


1 like a thin Cruſt upon the "AY with. #8 


—— ie Day Rom. xiv. 
Day a- 5. 
= . 


he uſeth, 
And him 


that is weak in the Faithaccording to our Ac- 
count, we . ought nevertheleſs to receive, bat 


ment, a 
himſelf from many Sins, 


46 The StnandDanerk 
oc in it are all Manner of Defilements; 
© but now: the Sun dries up this Mire,and 

« purgeth it from its Uncleanneſs ”. Not 
but that conſidering our fallen State, and 

moral Pollutions, we have Reaſon to pray 
ſor reſtraining Grace, in the Pſalmiff's 


Language, Neep back thy Servant, 9 Lord, 


e Sins. 
Aae again, Let us beg of God, aſſiſt- 


os, , ſtrengthening, and exciting Grace; 

Devi, Prrer, no doubt, had the 
Root — but they ſtood 
in Need of the Aſſiſtances, Strength and 
Excitations of the Grace of Gop; if theſe 
had been vouchſaſed unto them, it had 
been - impoſſible they ſhould have fallen 
into ſuch groſs Sins. Prrer confided too 
much in his own Strength; and therefore 
it was juſt with God to let him fall. 


VII. Ir you are preſerv d from bu! 
againſt hs 5 — if you are kept from 
ſuch enormous Crimes, into which you 
ſee, many fall, aſcribe it to the Praiſe, and 
Glory of divine Grace. Art thou a bet- 
ter Man than Noah, more perfect than 
Devid, haft thou greater Abilities, or 

canſt thou pretend ro a ftronger Faith 

— Peter? They ſell, and that thou art 

ilty of the ſame, or worſe Acts of 

Wie edneſs, is wholly owing to the 

19 free . Let nat then the 


- wiſe 


2 * of Rebelling againſt the Lieut. 
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Kae e wr te frog Me Y 
f' por i a8 
. » but let us a acknow- > \ 


are \ what we are; That we are not as 
bad as the vilet, as wicked as the moſt 
rebellious Wreteh on Earth, is not from 
our ſelves, but due to the Grace of God, 

to the prevailing Interceſſion of the Re- 
deemer, who hath 
might no fail in an Hour of Tempretion. * 
the laſt Place. Be careful you do not 

abuſe this Grace, and · ſo 


rit of Gop to withdraw. St. Paulis Ex. 
re- 


preſſion upon this Occaſſon is very 
markable, Ti- God which worketh in you 


= uk That it.is by the Grate of God, we '» A 


pray'd, That our Faith | 
the Spi- 


both Phil. ii. 


to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. He is 


co-operate with him; if we prove wan- 
ton and carelefs of his Operations, he will 
certainly ſtrive with us no more, but 
2 us to the Sparks of our own Kind- 


3 me to leave this Obſervation 5 


with you as the Cloſe of all, That if ever 
Goo ſhall be 
GE of _— unfeigned Repen- 
tance, Sins againſt I. 
will make -the Wound in your 
Conſcience, fill you with the moſt forrow- 
ful Remembrance, *auſe you to go 
mourn- 


a free and arbitrary Agent, and will no 
52 continue his Working than we 


to bring you to a | 


of all others 
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